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Come to a Cultural Access Fund information meeting Feb 2 at 12  p.m. to learn about supporting arts and science throughout the State. 
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At noon on February 2 you are invited to join us for a brownbag presentation on the Cultural Access Fund, a proposal moving forward in the legislature that would create a tool for enhancing access to arts and cultural opportunities.  Counties or groups of counties throughout the state would have the option to vote on approving increased funding, which would be used to provide cultural education programs for students and residents, designated free days, discounted tickets/services, and funding for emerging cultural programs in culturally underserved communities.  Bill McSherry and Eric Schinfeld from the Prosperity Partnership – the 300 member coalition working to increase prosperity throughout the state – will be present to discuss the proposal and answer any questions.  You can also find out more at www.culturalaccessfund.org.

To RSVP, please contact Arlene Johnson at director@center4thearts.com.  The meeting will be held at the Training Room of the Clark County Public Services Center, 1300 Franklin Street in downtown Vancouver.  That's the "adjunct" room to the hearing room, located on the 6th floor. We hope to see you there!
VISUAL ARTS

Vancouver’s Downtown Association First Friday Artwalk will begin with a reception on February 6 from 5-7 pm. The reception is hosted by Keller Williams at 915 Broadway, Vancouver. RSVP to Kristy Weaver at firstfriday.artwalk@yahoo.com or kristy.weaver@therightbank.com. The First Friday Artwalk galleries are open from 5-9 p.m.

Art on the Boulevard, a fine art gallery in the Vancouver Marketplace will open “Oleg Ulitskiy, Recent Works” on February 6-28. The show will feature a new collection of oil paintings by Ridgefield artist Oleg Ulitskiy. Oleg paints in his studio but prefers to paint “en plein air” painting on location, often times painting rural scenes throughout SW Washington. The First Friday evening reception on February 6th from 5 to 9 pm is open to the public at no charge and includes an opportunity to meet the artist and enjoy complimentary light refreshments and live music.  For further information contact the gallery at 360-750-4499.  See www.artontheboulevard.org for more information. 
Archer Gallery at Clark College will feature a group exhibition of contemporary regional painters from February 17 to March 14. For info see www.clark.edu.
 Aurora Gallery is exited to announce collaboration between Larch Mountain Correctional Center, Innovative Services Northwest and Aurora Gallery. Larch Mountain Correctional Center, with the help of Coordinator Tim Johnson donated handmade jewelry boxes to Innovative Services Northwest for fundraising. These jewelry boxes are made by inmates at the Larch Mountain Correctional Center in the woodshop. The inmates use donated wood and materials to construct the most amazing boxes. Innovative Services Northwest Development Director Dawn Johnson and Elizabeth Steinbaugh, Director of Aurora Gallery, coordinated with a special event where these jewelry boxes will be available for purchase at a special price and 100% of the sale will go back to Innovative Services. Innovative Services Northwest provides for up to 750 local children, adults and families with developmental disabilities and other disadvantages each week. This event will be held February 6th 2009 during the art walk event First Friday at Aurora Gallery 1004 Main Street. The reception from 5 - 9 pm on February 6th will include Aurora Gallery featured artist for February Pat La Croix. Pat makes earrings, necklaces, and bracelets all from semi precious stones and sterling silver and gold. The gallery is open Monday through Friday and 10 to 4 on Saturday. The gallery is at 1004 Main Street.  Call 360-696-0449 for more information.  
The Nevado Art Gallery at 428 NE 4th Avenue Camas, WA will open "MY AFRICA", a solo show by acclaimed wildlife artist Marcia Tuttle for a two-week solo show, starting February 6. Tuttle, a watercolor artist, specializes in portraying the individual animal, with an emphasis on personality and editorial statements. The Gallery will host the Artist’s Reception event on Friday, February 6th from 6 to 8 pm. This event is open to the public and is FREE. The Nevado Gallery is open from 11 am –5 pm Tuesday through Saturday. The kick-off reception will be the same evening as downtown Camas’s First Friday event night, in which all the merchants bring in special food and beverages, live music and promotional deals. 

Gallery 21will feature artists Lois Larson and Barbara Van Nostern with their painted renditions of vintage cars and close-ups of trains and machinery.  The exhibit runs from Feb. 4_28.  The title of the exhibit is “ON THE ROAD AGAIN.” There will be a reception on first Friday, Feb 6th, from 5 PM to 9 PM during Art Walk. Regular Gallery hours are: 10 AM to 5 PM Wednesday thru Friday and 10 AM to 4 PM on Saturday and by appointment call 699-4744. The website is: www.gallery21online.com 
(Note the change of days opened, Wednesday thru Friday instead of Tuesday thru Friday.)

North Bank Artist Gallery’s February show is “Red Rain Falling”, the Gallery’s Annual Juried Exhibition. Juried by Sue Taylor, professor of art  history at Portland State University, the entries selected  include painting, video, collage, life casts, prints, photographs, textile and wearable art based on themes addressing menstruation, moon cycles, women’s life cycles, blood, fertility, tides, and taboos.  The show opens First Friday, February 6, with a reception from 5:00 – 9:00 pm.  This event is free and open to the public.  The show continues through February 28.   The gallery is open Tuesday – Saturday, 11:30am – 4:30pm. The gallery is open Tuesday – Saturday, 11:30 – 4:30. For info see www.northbankartistsgallery.com
Second Story Gallery opens “Quilts with Heart,” the sixth annual open show of the fiber art. The show will be presented in February at Second Story Gallery, 625 NE Fourth Avenue, in Camas.  An opening reception takes place as part of the First Friday Art Walk held in downtown Camas Feb. 6 from 5 to 8 p.m.  The show continues through Feb. 27 in the gallery, upstairs in the Camas Public Library, during regular library hours (10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday).  Phone:  834-4692

White Sturgeon Art Gallery is proud to present a photographic collection by Battle Ground photographer, Barry Finkel. The collection includes images from Fort Worden near Port Townsend, Fort Casey on Whidbey Island, and Fort Stevens at the mouth of the Columbia River and Fort Point under the Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco. The show runs January 10 through March 2, 2009. Admission is free. White Sturgeon Gallery hours are 9 am to 5 pm Monday through Saturday. The gallery is located in the Water Resources Education Center at 4600 SE Columbia Way in Vancouver, Washington. www.cityofvancouver.us/watercenter.
The Sixth Street Gallery’s “THE ART OF LOVE, Love/Eros” debuts on February 4.  Sixth Street Gallery celebrates a unique and beautiful human experience: Love/Eros. This is a truly heartfelt and moving exhibit displaying interpretations of the various forms, stages, and manners of Love. Each artist has provided a view of love as innocent, unconditional, sensual, or conflicting. While each piece is unique, all are deeply moving and stimulating. The opening reception is on First Friday, Feb. 6th, from 5-9 p.m. with musical entertainment from solo pianist Therese Michaud. The show runs February 4 – March 1. Also showing is featured gallery member Jim Martin’s digital photography. Jim manipulates images of the natural world to create colorful abstracts. 
The Sixth Street Gallery, 105 W Sixth Streets, Vancouver WA USA 360/693-7340, is open Tuesday-Sunday from 12-5. www.sixthstreetgallery.com.
Washington State University Vancouver’s art exhibits feature Jodi Trip with the Barns of Clark County. Entry to campus exhibits is free. WSU Vancouver galleries are open from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through Thursday and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday. Parking is available at parking meters or in the blue lot for $3. For info see www.vancouver.wsu.edu.
MUSIC
The Vancouver Symphony Orchestra offers up a sweet Valentine’s Day treat when it continues its 30 Year Celebration Season Saturday, February 14 at 3 pm and Sunday, February 15 at 7 pm with a program featuring the Oregon Repertory Singers.  The VSO’s violin section will be missing as this program brings together three works that do not call for them; and the violas will also step away for the last two works.  Maestro Salvador Brotons, now in his 18th season as music director and conductor, opens with one of the finest early works of Brahms, the sunny second serenade.  The stirring language of the Latin Psalms inspired our two final works.  The Oregon Repertory Singers, under the direction of Gil Seeley joins us for a rare American performance of Catalan composer Manuel Oltra’s Psalmus Brevis, a setting of the exuberant Psalm 96.  The concert will close with Stravinsky’s neoclassical Symphony of Psalms. The Saturday concerts are at 3 pm and the Sunday concerts at 7 pm. For information see www.vancouversymphony.org
The Old Liberty Theater show on January 31 features the Kate White Band. The February 14th Valentine Show is with 3 Leg Torso, and on February 27, the Washington State Humanities Inquiring Minds Program, “Visit with Aunt Harriet” will be featured in celebration of Black History Month. Sponsored by: Old Liberty Theater and Friends of the Ridgefield Library, admission is free. February 28th The Lee Highway Band will take the stage. For info see www.oldlibertytheater.com.
Bravo! Vancouver is celebrating the Roots of American Music on Sunday, February 22nd, 2009 at 3:00 pm. The Negro Spiritual is the root from which folk, blues, hymns, jazz and rock have grown. On this concert, the Chorale & Orchestra perform great Spirituals from the past and present. The Orchestra also performs William Grant Still's (1895-1978) Afro-American Symphony, the first symphony written by an African-American composer and now considered a "new classic" of the 20th century. For info see www.bravoconcerts.com. 
The Clark College 47th Annual Jazz Festival will be held on January 29 - 31, 2009. Vocal jazz ensembles and jazz bands from high schools in Oregon and Washington are invited to participate in this competition to be held in Gaiser Hall. Thursday’s event will include a clinic for participating vocal jazz ensembles. Forty-eight jazz bands and twenty-four vocal jazz ensembles will be scheduled to perform in the competition. In addition, outstanding vocal and instrumental soloists will receive awards for their performance. For info see, www.clark.edu.

The Fort Vancouver Lions Club would like to announce their upcoming benefit concert: "A Concert to Benefit the Blind III."  Proceeds will benefit students at the Washington State School for the Blind and visually impaired Clark County residents. Performing will be Grammy Award winning guitarist: Doug Smith and his band: "Three Together". Also performing will be: "Misty Mama's". Date and time: Friday, February 6, at 7 PM. Location: Fries Auditorium, Washington State School for the Blind, 2214 E. 13th Street in Vancouver. Ticket price $15.00. Tickets can be reserved by calling WSSB, (360) 696-6321 ext. 120

Live at the Fries new show opens Susannah Mars Cabaret -Heart and Soul on February 14th 2:00pm & 8:00pm. Susannah Mars is a Portland musical theatre and cabaret icon. Bob Hicks of the Oregonian writes, “Intelligent sentiment and artistic restraint balanced with warmth, wit and great pipes." Tango dancers J Abling and Jennifer Olson will join the Thomas Rheingans Ensemble to lead off the concert. For more info see, www.rivergoose.com/fries/main.html. 

The Camas Performing Arts Series features “Barefoot Bluegrass” on February 22, at 3 pm. The group features three part harmony and mandolin, guitar, fiddles and bass instruments rhythms. For info see www.eccgas.org. 
The SW Washington Wind Symphony celebrates the ocean's majesty in its "Songs of the Sea" concert on Sunday, March 1, at 3:00 pm at the Union High School auditorium.   From "Victory at Sea" by Robert Russell Bennett to "Sea Songs" by Ralph Vaughan Williams, the performance presents a range of musical images including rousing naval adventure and soothing contemplative sunsets. All SW Washington Wind Symphony concerts are FREE and open to the public. Union High School is located at 6201 NW Friberg-Strunk Street in Camas, Washington. For info see www.swwindsymphony.org.
THEATER
Christian Youth Theater performances of “The Sounds of Music” will begin February 27 to March 8 at Fort Vancouver High School. The hills of Austria are alive with music as an unruly nun; Maria comes to the VonTrapp family as the governess for seven children. For info see www.cytvanport.org or call 360-750-8550.
Clark College Theater will be presenting “The Sound of Music”. The dinner shows are February 20, 21, 27, 28, 2009. The non-dinner shows are February 26 and March 5, 6 7, 2009, Gaiser Hall at Clark College.  The play director is Tami Gray-Stipe and the vocal director is April Duvic. 
The publication depicts the harrowing escape of the von Trapp family from the Germans over the mountains into Switzerland. For info see www.clark.edu.

Tears of Joy Puppet Theater will perform “When People Were Animals”, February 28 at 11 am at the Vancouver Arts and Academics. Tales from Mexico and Argentina will be performed in this dynamic new puppet play by Tears of Joy Theatre. As the play begins, Grandfather Vulture, Turtle and Squirrel are making delicious soup when a stranger asks to join them.  The stranger is Wolf who wants to have Turtle and Squirrel for dinner rather than the soup.  But when Turtle is gone, there is no water for Wolf to drink and he finds that to get water he must bring Turtle back to life.  Most enjoyed by ages 4 and up. For info see www.tojt.org.

The Slocum House Theater’s will present the “Crazy Quilt Club” from March 6-29.  Set in 1925, two couples, Julia and Fred and Willy and Jane, are happily married and the best of friends. However, Julia and Jane are becoming bored so when a postcard arrives with news of an imminent visit from Maurice, handsome Frenchman carrying strong ties from the past of both Julia and Jane, they begin to plan their adventure into infidelity.  Call 360-696-2427 or visit www.slocumhouse.com for more information.
Magenta Children’s Theater’s first play in the Magenta Theater (606 Main Street) will be a “Midsummer Night's Dream”. The play opens on March 12 to 21 at 7:00pm each night and on 
March 21; the matinee begins at 2 pm. 
For info see www.magentatheater.com
Camas High School will perform The Sound of Music at the CHS Theatre March 13, 14, 19, 20, 21.  The show will begin at 7:00PM.  Tickets are $8.00 for adults and $6.00 for students with ASB and seniors.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

 January 29-31: Clark College Jazz Festival

January 31: Kate White Band at Old Liberty Theater

February 2: 12 pm, Clark County Bldg, Cultural Access Fund Info

February 6: First Friday Artwalk inVancouver and Camas

February 6: Benefit Concert at The Fries

February 14: Live at the Fries features Susannah Mars Cabaret

February 14: Old Liberty Theater has 3 Leg Torso

February 15 and 16: Vancouver Symphony Orchestra Concerts at Skyview High School

February 20-28: Clark College Theater does “The Sound of Music” 

February 22: Camas Performing Arts features “Barefoot” Bluegrass ensemble

February 22: Bravo!Vancouver with the “Roots of American Music” 

February 27: “Visit with Aunt Harriet” at Old Liberty Theater

February 27-March 8: CYT performs “The Sound of Music” 

February 28: Tear of Joy does “When People Were Animals” at the Royal Durst Theater
March 1: SW Washington Wind Symphony at Union High in Camas

March 6-29: Slocum House Theater presents “Crazy Quilt Club”

March 12-21:  Magenta Children’s Theater presents “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”

March 13-21: Camas High School performs “The Sound of Music” 
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