
 

 
SW WASHINGTON  CENTER FOR THE ARTS  

P.O. Box 5151 
Vancouver, WA  98668 

www.center4thearts.com 
director@center4thearts.com 

 

 

 

                THE CREATIVE ECONOMY  
                  By Megan Patrick -Vaughn,  
                Vancouver Business Journal 
 
   I think we've all been doing a lot of reading about 
the economy lately. But recently, it was an article 
about art's role in Washington's economic 
development that caught my eye. In it, author Valerie 
Grigg Devis of the Department of Community Trade 
and Economic Development argues that it's 
entrepreneurs and artists who make an essential 
contribution to the economy.  

   They are the ones who create something new - and 
that is what grows an economy. We spend a great 
deal of money on art without even thinking about it - 
on music, clothing, home furnishings, movies, books. 
Many of us travel to legendary cities like Paris and 
New York largely for the theater, architecture, 
museums and arts festivals. Even when we travel for 
a sporting event, Grigg Devis writes, we're watching 
a team supported by another team of designers who 
created the stadium, uniforms, logo, mascot and 
merchandise.  
   Nationally, according to a recent study by 
Americans for the Arts, just the nonprofit arts and 
culture i ndustry generates $166.2 billion in economic 
activity, creating 5.7 million full -time equivalent jobs, 
$104.2 billion in household income and $9.1 billion in 
state government tax revenues. 
   In Washington, arts-related jobs make up about 2 
percent of the jobs in the state. Doesn't seem like 
much. But the latest Creative Vitality Index, 
published by the Washington State Arts Commission, 
shows that Washington's participation and 
employment in the arts sector was 26 percent higher 
than the national average in 2006. But while 
Southwest Washington's creative vitality grew 42 
percent from 2003 to 2006, it was still 23 percent 
weaker than the national average. An updated report 
is due out later this year. 

 
 
 
 

 
I'd love to see this region support the local arts 
sector to boost the economy. Southwest Washington 
has some outstanding arts -related businesses, and 
spending your dollars at them this holiday season 
keeps money where we need it most - locally.  
Megan Patrick-Vaughn can be reached at 
mpatrick@vbjusa.com 
 

VISUAL ARTS  

Join the fun at the First Friday A rt Walk to 
Vancouver and Camas galleries on Friday, 
December 5 from 5- 9 pm. Local galleries will 
offer complimentary light refreshments and live 
music.  

Art  on the 
Boulevard , a 

fine art 
gallery in the 
Vancouver 
Marketpl ace, 
will open ò3rd 
Annual 
Holiday Small 
Works Showó 
on December 

5. The show will feature small affordable 
artwork in a variety of mediums and styles 
including oil, watercolor, pastel and mixed  
media paintings, bronze and wood sculpture, 
photography , fabric art, pottery and jewelry.  
The show is on display from December 5-30. Art 
on the Boulevard is open to the public Tuesday 
through Saturday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm and 
on First Friday  until  9 pm. Pastel painting is 
òSunshine Grazersó by Elizabeth Ganji.  For 
further information contact the gallery at 360 -
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