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SOUTHWE ST WASHINGTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS UPDATE  

The dream of a first class Center for the Arts in downtown Vancouver has taken a giant leap 
closer to reality. On March 17, The Southwest Washington Center for the Arts asked the City 
of Vancouver for a two year development hold on Block 10, in downtown Vancouver, kitty 
corner to Esther Short Park. The City Council supported the proposal by voting 6 -1 to send 
the proposal to the lawyers to negotiate an MOU outlining the terms of the hold. The City 
will vote on th e MOU in a month or two. Imagine  Vancouver alive with musi c, dance, theater 
and more art! Click the attachment for information on the SWCA proposal.   

VISUAL ARTS  

First Friday Artw alk , April 1 , will begin at the Hilton. The hotel will offer wine, hors dõoeuvres and 
guided tours of Vancouverõs art galleries. The galleries in Vancouver will be open from 5 -8 pm. The 
Artwalk is sponsored by Hilton, Vancouverõs Downtown Association, Bravo! Vancouver, West Coast 
Bank, Community Choices and Steps to a Healthier Washington. Please RSVP to Kristy Weaver at 
360-906-4270 or email weaverk@wcb.com.    

Art on the Boulevard , a fine art gallery in the Vancouver Marketplace on the corner of Columbia and 
West Evergreen Boulevard, will op en a new exhibition on April 4 . òCathleen Rehfeld, Recent Works" 
will showcas e her recent paintings. Cathleen's works command attention with her painterly 
approach. She is masterful at the use of both expressive color and subtle values to capture the life, 
spirit and essence of her subjects. The First Friday reception, which is open to the public, will be from 
5 to 9 pm. The Friday evening event, open to the public at no charge, includes an opportunit y to meet 
the artist and enjoy complimentary light refreshm ents. See www.artontheboulevard.org  for more 
informat ion.  
 
Aurora Gallery  presents works by local painter and fishing enthusiast Ski Enge. The show opens 
April 4 and will feature Skip paintings of the local landscape as well as the eastern part of the state 
where he frequently  travels in search of the perfect fishing spot. The hours are 10 -5:30 pm, Monday 
through Friday and 10 to 4 on Saturday. The gallery is at 1004 Main Street.  Call 360-696-0449 for more 
information.   
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Gallery 21, 1013 Main St in downtown Vancouver opens a new exhibit  by Elise Astleford and Lois 
Larson with a miniature exhibit titled òLittle Gems: Miniatures from Two Points of Viewó.  Other 
members of the gallery will feature spring flowers.  The Gallery will al so have a reception on April 7  
as part of Artw alk. The Gallery is next door to the Kiggins Theatre.  Call 360-699-4744 or see 
www.gallery21online.com  for more information.                                                                                                                                        

North Bank Artist Galleryõs presents "Drawing Attention". 
North Bank Artist s Gallery's April exhibit is the result of a 
call to artists locally, regionally and nationally to submit 
their drawings to be juried by prominent Northwe st artist, 
Phil Sylvester. The exhibit opens First Friday, April 4 at 
5pm and runs till April 30th.  The drawing is by Steven 
Thor Johanneson. The Gallery is open Tues-Sat, 11:30-4:30.  
Visit the website artistsgallery.com for full gallery 
information .  The Gallery is at 1005 Main Street in 
Vancouver, (360) 693-1840, or see 
www.northbankartistsgallery.com . 

 
Second Story Gallery presents òVisions of Light ó. The featured artist in April is photographer Ray 
Klein, who creates abstract impressions from the effects of daylight through his lens. The òVisions of 
Lightó will be on display from April 1-15. The gallery is located upstairs in the Camas Public Library, 
625 NE Fourth Avenue. The gallery is open during regular library hours, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday and Saturday.  For information, call 360-834-4532. 

White Sturgeon Art Gallery  at the Water Resources Education Center is proud to present the works of 
four artists, Claudia J. Howell, Dave and Boni Deal, and Beth Norwood. Howellõs photography shows 
wistful portraits of  horses and The Deals present beautiful representations of flora and fauna on their 
ceramic vessels and turned raku pieces. Ms. Norwoodõs ethereal paintings feature landscapes of the 
area. The exhibit is open from March 8-April 26. The Water Resource Education Center is at 4600 SE 
Columbia Way, Vancouver, WA. www.cityofvancouver.us/watercenter . 

Washington State University Vancouver õs show is by Maria Anderson, Denise Beuselinck and Kathy 
Pugh. The three women in this exhibition have in common a colorful and painterly style that shows 
brushstrokes and the texture of thickly applied paint. They draw inspiration from the natural beauty 
of the Northwest. Anderson is a graphi c artist, Beuselinck, a contemporary and expressionistic artist 
and Pugh does outdoor paintings .  The work will be on exhibit at the WSUV Engineering and Life 
Sciences Building Gallery.  For info see www.vancouver.wsu.edu.   

WSUV Administration Building  will feature the works of Debbie and  Storm Smith. Storm Smithõs 
photographic work centers around his interest in nature. He asks the viewer to step into nature and 
spend a moment experiencing the texture, flow and color. Debbie Smith uses oil and watercolors, 
charcoal, pencil and pastels to create realistic art.  For info see www.vancouver.wsu.edu 

Archer Gallery  at Clark College is pleased to present òDialogue: flat/formó. The group exhibition 
features sculpture and flat work by Christ Bruch, Lauren Clay, Drew Daly, Eric Eley, Whiting Tennis 
and Amanda Wojick. The exhibit brin gs together artists whose work spans the divide between two 
and three dimensional art, creating a dialogue on image and form. The exhibit is open from April 8 to 
May 4. See www.clark.ed u.  

The Clark County Historical Museum : Sixth Street Gallery  and the Clark County Historical Museum 
are partnering for a juried art show that will produce an exhibit entitled,  Sustaining Change on the 

http://www.gallery21online.com/
http://www.northbankartistsgallery.com/
http://www.cityofvancouver.us/watercenter
http://www.clark.edu/


American Farm, An Artist/Farmer Exchange.  The exhibit is on loan from Maryhill Museum and 
examines how farms conserve natural resources and cultural heritage while making allowances for a 
growing population. The exhi bit features local art, Museumsõ artifacts and tools from Clark Countyõs 
rich farming history . It is on display until April 2008. For info on more programs at the Museum see 
www.cchmuseum.org  or call 360-993-5679 for hours.  

The Sixth Street Galleryõs April  show is titled  òNatural Beauty  ~An artistic explor ation and 
interpretation of our natural world ó. Ranging from realistic representation to abstract interpretation, 
this show welcomes work from artists in all media to celebrate the world around and within us.  
Interpreting the concept of òNatural Beautyó, the works range from abstract to the realistic and 
include paintings, photography, sculpture, and basketry and fiber art. Exhibition dates are April 1 - 
27, 2008 with an Artist Reception on April 4, 5:00-9:00pm. Sixth Street Gallery, 105 W Sixth Streets, 
Vancouver WA USA 360/693 -7340....Tuesday-Sunday 12-5. www.sixthstreetgallery.com  

Nevado Gallery  has an exclusive double show opening on April 4 with a kick off reception that will 
include ballerinas with the Washington State Ballets. Vickie Nelson and Bev Jozwiak will be featured. 
Vicki is an award winning watercolor artist and Bev has produced works for the show as well as a 
Hallmark Calendar.  The Nevado Gallery is open from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m Tuesday through 
Saturday and is located in the heart of Downtown Camas on 4th avenue. 
 
The Fort Vancouver Tapestry has returned from Joyo, Kyoto, Japan.  Nearly 18,000 people visited the 
exhibition during the three months showing at the Bunka Parc Cultural and Folk Arts Center. The 
Tapestry project in Japan was possible through partnerships with the  Heritage Ambassadors, 
Lalooska Foundation and the Fort Vancouver Living History Collection for their generosity in loaning 
artifacts and costumes. For more info see www.fortvancouver tapestry.com . 
 
Southwest Washington Watercolor Society will stage its annual spring show for associate and juried 
members April 21-27. Paintings will be located in the first floor courtyard n ear the escalators in front 
of Nordstrom at Westfield Shoppingtown Mall, 8700 NE Vancouver Mall Drive, Vancouver.  The free 
show is open during Mall hours: Saturday, 10 a.m. to 9 p.m., Sunday, 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. More than 100 
works by regionally and nationa lly known artists will be on display. The public will have the unique 
opportunity of voting for the People's Choice award recipient.  Caroline Buchanan, who lives in the 
San Juan Islands, will be this show's Juror. Her paintings are in corporate, private and museum 
collections. For more information about the Watercolor Society: contact Kay at 360.263.1556 or email 
her at nemjok@gmail.com. 

                                              MUSIC                                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

The Junior Symphony of Vancouverõs next concert is on June 21, 7:30 pm at the Vancouver First 
Church of God. For more info see www.oregonchamberplayers.org . 

Live at the Fries features òPiano Loverõs Concertó on May 9, 10 and 11. This concert will feature solo 

piano numbers by Thomas Rheingans. The playbill includes crowd pleasers and encores. 
Performances are held at Washington State School for the Blind, Emil Fries Auditorium in Vancouver. 
For more information, see www.liveatthefries.com  or by calling 360-695-3770.                                                                                                                                                                              

The Old Liberty Theater  presents a concert on March 28 with Jay Unger and Molly Mason with the 
heart and soul of American Roots Music. On Saturday, April 19, Shifty Sailors wil l be the seventh 
concert in the series. For more info see www.oldlibertytheater.com .   

http://www.cchmuseum.org/
http://www.sixthstreetgallery.com/
http://www.fortvancouvertapestry.com/
mailto:nemjok@gmail.com
http://www.oregonchamberplayers.org/
http://www.liveatthefries.com/
http://www.oldlibertytheater.com/


Bravo! Vancouverôs chamber music concert features Triple Crown!  Sunday, April 20th, 2008 at 3:00 
pm. Join the Washington Chamber Orchestra and Soloists in two virtuoso pieces for soloists & 
orchestra: Beethovenõs unique Triple Concerto for Violin, Cello, Piano & Orchestra  and Richard 
Straussõs Duet-Concertino for Clarinet, Bassoon & Orchestra . You WONõT want to miss this race to 
the finish!  The concert is at St Joseph Catholic Church in Vancouver. For info call 360-906-0441 or see 
www.bravoconce rts.com. 
 
The Camas Performing Arts Seriesõ next concert is òEverything Fritzó. The high-energy, French-
Canadian Fitzgerald family will play the keyboard, bass guitar, percussion and the fiddle. With their 
intricate rhythms and tight instrumental harmonie s, òEverything Fritz ó offers a captivating stage 
show.  The concert is on May10 at 7 pm, Joyce Garver Theater, Camas. Call 360-834-7807 or see 
www.eccgas.org  for season or single concert tickets.  

 
The Vancouver USA Singers will perform Beethovenõs 9th with The Vancouver Symphony Orchestra 
on April 19 and 20 at Skyview High School. The spring concert will feature the music of Andrew 
Lloyd Webber on Saturday May 17 and Sunday May 18. For more info see 
www.vancouversingers.org . 
  
The Vancouver Symphonyõs next performance is April 19 and 20. This concert will feature the Young 
Artists Competition winners.  Also featured is Pucciniõs Le Villi, a one act opera with baritone, 
soprano, tenor and choir. The Saturday concert is at 3 pm & the Sunday concert begins at 7 pm. 
Performances are at Skyview High School. Tickets to the concerts are available on the web at 
www.vancouversymphony. org or by calling 360-735-7278. 

 

THEATER  

Tears of Joy Puppetfest festival will be held on April 22 -26 at the Firstenburg Community Center. 

Puppetfest will include puppet exhibits , week day school performances of Stellaluna, and the 
Saturday performances will begin at 11 am with guest puppeteer, Peter Allen. The 1 pm program is 
Stellaluna and the 3 pm program is Whoõs In Hareõs House? For tickets and info see www.tojt.com . 

A fundraiser for Vancouver School District Founda tion  will feature Denny Heckõs play, òOur Timesó 
at Columbia River High School on April 26, at 7:30 pm. For tickets call the Foundation at 360-313-
4730. Tickets are by reservation only.  

Magenta Theater will produce òOnce upon a Palace Purpleó, an unconventional fairytale by Jaynie 
Roberts. Queen Violet and King Percival rule happily over the Purple Kingdom.  Percival is happy 
tinkering with his inventions, oblivious to  Violet's gnawing feeling that she'll never  get her four 
"unusual" daughters married to su itable princes.  But nothing quite prepares the Purples, the Reds or 
the "wickeds" for the intervention of an unconventional Fairy Godmother.  PERFORMANCES: April 

17, 18, 19, 24, 25 at 7PM and April 26th at 3PM . For info see www.magentatheater.com  

Old Slocum Theater Companyõs production of òEverybody Loves Opaló will begin April 18 to May 
11. Opal Kronkie, a middle -aged recluse, lives in a tumbledown mansion at the edge of the municipal 
dump. Opal i s an optimist, for no matter how  mean her friends become, Opal responds with unfailing  
kindness and an abiding faith in the goodness of human nature. Into her rather strange world come 
three purveyors of bogus perfume on the lam from the authorities. The unsavory trio concocts an 
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elaborate scheme. Through it all, Opal radiates kindness, affection and, strangely enough, gratitude. 
The Slocum House is at 605 Esther St in Vancouver. See the website, www.slocumhouse.com . 

 
Clark Colle ge Theater will produce òA Streetcar Named Desireó, May 2-17, 2008 at 
Decker Theater, Clark College. In 1947, playwright Tennessee Williams won his 
first Pul itzer Prize for his masterpiece, "A Streetcar Named Desire."  The play was 
named into an Academy Award winning film in 1951.   The play follows faded 
Southern belle Blanche DuBois as she visits her pregnant sister, Stella, in a seedy 
section of New Orleans. Stella's boorish husband, Stanley Kowalski, not only 
regards Blanche's aristocratic affectations with disdain but also believes that 
Blanche is keeping inheritance money that rightfully belongs to Stella. Attracte d to 
Stanley's friend Mitch, Blanche glosses over the less savory incidents in her life but 
soon discovers that she cannot outrun her own past.  The stage is set for her final, 
brutal confrontation with her brother -in-law.  For info see www.clark.edu . 
 

Christian  Youth Theater will do òSchoolhouse Rock Live!ó from May 23 to June 1st at the Fort 
Vancouver High School Auditorium. The s how is an Emmy Award -winning 1970õs cartoon series that 
taught history, grammar, math, science and politics through clever, tuneful songs. The songs include 
òUnpack your Adjectivesó and òDo the Circulationsó. The performances will be on May 23 at 7 pm, 
May 24 at 7 pm, May 30 at 7 pm, May 31 at 3 and 7 pm, and June 1 at 2 pm. For tickets and info see 
www.cytvanport.org . 

DANCE  

Columbia Dance Festival Spring Repertory Concert is April 19 and 20, Royal Durst Theater, 
Vancouver Arts and Academics. For info see www.columbiadance.org  or call 737-1922. 

The Washington State Balletõs òInvitation to Danceó will be May 16-18, Joyce Garver Theater in the 
Garfield Performing Arts Center  in Camas. The May 16 concert is at 7:30 pm, May 17 at 2 pm and 7:30 
pm and May 18 is at 2 pm. For info see www.washingtonstateballet.org .  

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

March 29: Camas Performing Arts Series features Marie ðAndree Ostiguy, 7 -9 pm 

April 4: First Friday Art Walk begins at the Hilton Hotel in Vancouver  

April 17 -26: Magenta Theaterõs òOnce upon a Palace Purpleó 

April 18 -May 11: Old Slocum Theater begins òEverybody Loves Opaló 

April 19: Old Liberty Theater has òShifty Sailorsó in concert 

April 19 -20: Vancouver Symphony & Vancouver USA Singers in Concert, Skyview High School 

April 19 -20: Columbia Danceõs Spring Repertory Concert at Royal Durst Theater 

April 20: Bravo!Vancouver features òTriple Crownó, St Josephs Catholic Church 

April 22 -26: Puppetfest Festival with Tears of Joy at the Firstenburg Community Center  

http://www.slocumhouse.com/
http://www.clark.edu/
http://www.cytvanport.org/
http://www.columbiadance.org/
http://www.washingtonstateballet.org/


May 2-17: Clark College production of òA Streetcar Named Desireó, Decker Theater 

May 9-11: Live at the Fries presents òPiano Loverõs Concertó with Thomas Rheingans 

May 10: Camas Performing Arts Series concert with òEverything Fritzó, 7 pm, Garver Theater 

May 16-18: Washington State Balletõs òInvitation to Danceó, Garfield Performing Arts Center in 
Camas 

May 23-June 1: Christian Youth Theater will do òSchoolhouse Rockó, Vancouver High School 

June 21: Junior Symphony of Vancouver at the First Church of God 


